Agreement
(A) All verbs except modal verbs agree in person and number with their subjects.

e.g. I play basketball every Sunday. 

      He plays basketball every Sunday. 

      The pictures are beautiful.

      The picture is beautiful.

(B) When the subject is qualified by a phrase, we must take care that the verb agrees with the subject, not with the noun or pronoun in the phrase.

e.g. The building with big windows is a public library.  

    The windows of this room are dirty.

(C ) We use a singular verb:

    i. when two subjects are linked by ‘and’ but express one idea.
      e.g. Bread and butter is my favorite breakfast.
         The famous composer and singer is in Hong Kong. 

    ii. after ‘the number of’
      e.g. The number of millionaires is increasing. 
    iii. after ‘many a’ and ‘more than one’
       e.g. Many a man has run away.
           Compare: Many men have run away.

    iv. after every, each, everyone, no one, someone, everything, something , nothing, etc.  

       e.g. Everything is fine.

           Someone is laughing.

     v. after words denoting weight, measurement, an amount of money and a period of time.

       e.g. Ten years is a long time. 

     vi. after nouns ending in s such as news, apparatus, terminus, crossroads, measles, etc. which are in fact singular in number.

       e.g. The news was very shocking.  
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    vii. when an infinitive, a gerund phrase or a noun clause is the subject of the sentence.
       e.g. Collecting coins is her favourite hobby.  
           To increase licence fees on new cars is not the best way to solve the traffic problems.

(D)  We use a plural verb:
i. after the nouns people, police, public, etc. as they are plural in meaning.

       e.g. The police are hunting for the suspect.

     ii. when ‘the + adjective’represents a category of people.
       e.g. The rich are not always happy.

(E) We use either a singular or plural verb in the following situations:

i. when two subjects are joined by with, together with, along with, as well as, including, in addition to, like, rather than, etc., the verb agrees with the first subject.

  e.g. Nancy, like her sisters, works very hard.

ii. when two subjects are joined by or, either…or, neither…nor and not only…but also, the verb agrees with the second subject. 
     e.g. Neither May nor the boys know anything about the accident. 
        Neither I nor Jenny wants to do this job.
  iii. collective nouns such as family, committee, staff, audience, class, etc. can either take a singular verb or a plural verb. We use a singular verb if the group is thought of as a single unit and use a plural verb if we refer to individuals within the group.
     e.g. There is a large audience at the show.

         The audience are shouting at the tops of their voices.

  iv. after half of, the majority of, ten percent of, none of, a lot of, plenty of, most of, etc.

     1. we use a singular verb when referring to singular or uncountable nouns.

       e.g. Fifty percent of this composition is irrelevant.

     2. we use a plural verb when referring to plural nouns.

       e.g. Most of the guests have left.
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 v. The verb in a relative clause agrees with what who, which or that refers to.

   e.g. Paul is one of the boys that have been selected for Best Student of the Year.

      Paul is the only one of the boys that has been selected for Best Student of the Year.  

vi. after none of, any of, either of, neither of …
   e.g. I don’t think any of these articles is/are interesting.  

      Neither of these two books is/are worth reading.

Exercise 1
Choose the correct verbs.

1. A lot of money __________ (has/have) been spent on the project.

2. Either you or your sister __________ (has/have) taken my dictionary.

3. Ten kilometers __________ (is/are) quite a long walk.

4. Some people __________ (do/does) not realize the danger of smoking.

5. The number of people without jobs __________ (is/are) on the rise.

6. The poor __________ (is/are) suffering.

7. The boss, as well as his colleagues, __________ (has/have) been robbed by the robber.

8. How much __________ (do/does) these jeans cost?

9. The police __________ (is/are) searching for the stolen goods.

10. The red and white flower __________ (is/are) beautiful.

Exercise 2
Complete the sentences below with is/are, has/have, do/does.

1. The food in this restaurant __________ prepared by excellent cooks. 

2. The furniture __________ been sold for $3,000.

3. Our basketball team __________ better than theirs.

4. The public __________ invited to the opening ceremony.

5. One of the girls __________ coming here to eat with us this evening.

6. The news __________ not interest us at all.

7. One of the planes __________ missing.

8. A number of drivers __________ not wear seat belts.

9. Most visitors to this town __________ not stay long.

10. Mr. Chan and his secretary __________ arrived already.
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Exercise 3
In each of the following sentences, there may be ONE mistake. Underline the incorrect word and write the correct form of that word in the spaces provided. If there is no mistake, put a tick ‘(’.

1. How many mistakes have he made this time?                   ____________

2. Some of the pictures at the exhibition are beautiful.              ____________

3. There were a lot of rain last month.                           ____________

4. Which of these two umbrellas is yours?                       ____________

5. He is one of the boys who was awarded a scholarship.           ____________

6. Someone are waiting for you outside.                         ____________

7. Thirty percent of the volcanoes on this island is still active.        ___________

8. The number of traffic accidents seem to be on the rise.           ____________

9. Many a person have had that experience.                      ____________ 

10. All the staff were present at the meeting.                      ___________

Exercise 4
Rewrite the following sentences. Begin with the given words. The first one has been done for you.

1. Peter was there. His brother was there, too.

Both Peter ______________________________________________ there.

2. These scissors are not sharp.

This pair of _______________________________________ not sharp.

3. I was not invited. My sister was not invited, either.

Neither my sister ____________________________________ invited.
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4. Nobody knows where the missing kids are.

The location of _______________________________________ unknown.

5. Everybody at the cinema was touched by the story.

The audience _________________________________ by the story.

6. The driver, as well as three passengers, was injured in the accident.

Not only the driver but also three passengers _____________________________.

7. Many singers were present at the opening ceremony.

Many a singer _____________________________________________________.

8. Sam and Tim do not eat red meat. Their father does not eat red meat, either.

Sam and Tim, like their father, ________________________________________.

9. We have examined all the information.

All the information ________________________________________.

10. All the teachers are given special training for the job.

Every teacher _____________________________________________________.

Exercise 5

Correct the following sentences. Corrections should be done as follows.

*words needing to be changed  - (a) underline the incorrect word

                            (b) write the correct form of the word above it

** missing word           - (a) mark the position of the missing word with a ‘^’
                          (b) write the missing word above it
*** extra word             - put a cross ‘X’ on the word you wish to cross out

1.*   Dogs is not allowed in the restaurants.

2. *   The cattle is eating grass.

3. ***  Few people have been read this book.
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4. **   ‘Some good news just arrived!’ Mary shouted loudly.

5. **   Everything in the house gone up in flames before the firemen arrived.
6. *    A person with only five dollars to spend are not able to dine in this restaurant.

7. *    Shirts and jackets was sold in this shop. 

8. **   The waiter and the cook long been good friends.

9.***  Some of the tables are need repair.

10. *   The mangoes in this bag was ripe.  
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Suggested Answers

Exercise 1

1. has   2. has   3. is   4. do   5. is   6. are   7. has   8. do   9. are  10. is

Exercise 2

1. is   2. has   3. is   4. are   5. is   6. does   7. is   8. do   9. do  10. have

Exercise 3

1. (  2. (  3. was   4. (  5. were   6. is   7. are   8. seems   9. has  10. (
Exercise 4

1. Both Peter are his brother were there.

2. This pair of scissors is not sharp.

3. Neither my sister nor I was invited.
4. The location of the missing kids is unknown.

5. The audience were touched by the story.
6. Not only the driver but also three passengers were injured in the accident.

7. Many a singer was present at the opening ceremony.
8. Sam and Tim, like their father, do not eat red meat.

9. All the information has been examined (by us).

10. Every teacher is given special training for the job.

Exercise 5
1. is    are
2. is    are

3. X    been

4. ^     has just arrived

5. ^     had gone

6. are    is

7. was   were

8. ^     have long been

9. X     are

10. was   were
