Spelling

It's important to spell correctly. Here are some commonly misspelled words with explanatory notes to help you learn to spell them correctly.

· accessory  noun
Spell accessory with a double c and a double s; the ending is -ory.
Rule: Change the -y to -ies to make the plurals of words which end in a consonant plus -y accessories.

· accommodate  verb
Spell accommodate with a double c and a double m; remember that there is an o before and after the m's.
Related word: accommodation noun 

· address  noun and verb
Spell address with a double d. 


· aggression  noun
Remember that aggression is spelled with a double g and a double s.
Related words: aggressive adjective aggressor noun 

· alcohol  noun
Spell alcohol with alco- at the beginning. 


· amend  verb
Remember that amend and the related word amendment are spelled with a single m at the beginning. 

· apologize or apologise  verb
Spell apologize and the related word apology with -olo- in the middle. 

· apparent  adjective
There is a double p in apparent but only one r; the ending is -ent. 

· argument  noun
There is no e after the u in argument, even though it comes from argue. 

· average  noun and verb
Spell average with an e after the v; the ending is -age. 

· beautiful  adjective
Remember that beautiful and the related words beauty and beautify are spelled with beau- at the beginning.


· burglar  noun
Spell burglar with -lar at the end.
Related word: burglary noun 

· business  noun
Remember that business begins with busi-. 

· committee  noun
Spell committee with a double m, a double t, and a double e at the end. 

· consensus  noun
Remember that consensus and the related word consensual are spelled with -sen- in the middle. 

· controversy  noun (plural controversies) 
Remember that controversy is spelled with -ro- in the middle. 
Related word: controversial adjective 

· disappoint  verb
Remember that disappoint and the related word disappointment are spelled with one s and a double p. 

· eighth  adjective
Remember that eighth is spelled with -hth at the end.

· embarrass  verb
Remember that embarrass and the related word embarrassment have a double r and a double s. 
 

· extraordinary  adjective
Spell extraordinary with extra- at the beginning (it is made up of the words extra and ordinary). 

· extreme  adjective and noun
Remember that the ending of extreme is spelled -eme. 

· friend  noun
Spell friend with -ie- in the middle. 

· grateful  adjective
Remember that grateful begins with grate-. 

· immediate  adjective
Spell immediate with a double m.
Related word: immediately adverb 

· independent  adjective and noun
Remember that independent always ends with -ent.
Related word: independence noun 

· instalment  noun
Spell instalment with one l (the spelling installment is American).

· maintenance  noun
Remember that maintenance is spelled with -ten- in the middle; the ending is -ance. 

· millennium  noun
Spell millennium with a double l and a double n. The plural can be spelled either 

Related word: millennial adjective 

· misspell  verb
Spell misspell with a double s. The different forms of this verb are: misspells, misspelling; the past tense is misspelt or misspelled. 

· naive  adjective
Remember that naive is spelled with -ai- in the middle.

 
Related word: naivety noun 

· necessary  adjective
Remember that necessary and the related word necessity are spelled with one c and a double s. 
Related word: necessarily adverb 

· occasion  noun and verb
Spell occasion with a double c and a single s.
 

· occur  verb
Rule: Double the last letter ‘r ’: occurs, occurring, occurred.
Related word: occurrence noun 

· original  adjective and noun
Spell original with an i before and after the g. 

· potato  noun
The plural of potato is made by adding -es: potatoes. 

· practice  noun
Do not confuse practice with practise. Practice is a noun meaning 'the action of doing something rather than the theories about it' (putting policy into practice), whereas practise is a verb meaning 'do something repeatedly to improve your skill' (they were practising for the Olympics). In American English, both the noun and the verb are spelled practice. 

· questionnaire  noun
Remember that questionnaire (a French word) is spelled with a double n and ends with -aire. 

· really  adverb
Remember that really is spelled with a double l. 

· receive  verb
Rule: i before e except after c. 

· recommend  verb
Spell recommend and the related word recommendation with a single c and a double m.

· restaurant  noun
Remember that restaurant is spelled with -au- between the t and r: it is a French word. 

· secretary  noun (plural secretaries)
Spell secretary with an e after the r; the ending is -ary. 

· separate  verb and adjective
Remember that separate is spelled with -par- in the middle.
Related word: separation noun 

· similar  adjective
Remember that the ending of similar is spelled -lar.
Related word: similarity noun similarly adverb 

· sufficient  adjective
Spell sufficient with a double f; the ending is -cient. 

· surprise  verb and noun
Remember that surprise has an r before and after the p. Unlike most verbs ending in -ise, it cannot be spelled with an -ize ending. 

· tomato  noun
The plural of tomato is made by adding -es: tomatoes. 

· tomorrow  adverb and noun
Spell tomorrow with a single m and a double r.


· truly  adverb
Rule: Truly is formed from true plus the ending -ly; it is one of a group of words in which the final silent e is dropped before adding -ly. 

· twelfth  number
Remember that twelfth has an f in the middle. 
 

· unfortunately  adverb
Spell unfortunately with -ately at the end (it is made up of the adjective unfortunate plus the ending -ly). 

· until  preposition and conjunction
Spell until with a single l.
Exercise 1

The word on the left is correctly spelt.  Underline the word and copy the word ONE time next to it.

e.g. acceptable acceptable  - acceptable   
    twelfth   
twelfth  -  twelth 
accommodate - accomodate    


    achieve – achieve 
acknowledge – acknowledge       


address - adress

among - amung     





annually - anually 

argument - arguement    




athlete - athelete 

average – average   





balance - ballance

basically - basicly   





because - becuase

becoming - becomeing    




beginning - begining
career - carrer    






careful - carefull    

certain - certin    






chief - cheif
disappear – disapear

     


disappoint - disapoint 

consensus – concensus



    
criticize - critecize 

exaggerate – exaggerate     



exercise - exercize

decide - dicide      





eight - eigth 

embarrass – embaras



    
environment - enviroment 

experience – experince





explanation - explaination 

familiar - familier     





foreign - foriegn 

forty - fourty      





forward - foreward 

friend - freind 






government - goverment 

grammar - grammer     




guidance - guidence 

happiness - happyness    




heroes - heros 

humorous - humerous 



   

hygiene - hygene

niece - neice  






occasion - occassion

occurred – occured



    

official - oficial 

promise - promiss 






receive - recieve

referred – refered




   

relevant - relevent

questionnaire – questionaire             

tomatoes – tomatos

tongue - tounge 






truly - truely   





Exercise 2
Underline the word with wrong spelling and write down the word with * correct spelling.
	e.g. primary
	secondary
	kindergarden
	university
	* kindergarten

	1. accident
	pvement
	government
	dentist
	

	2. fourty
	thirty
	fifty
	ninety
	

	3. cleverer
	thiner
	lighter
	weaker
	

	4. chimney
	dictionery
	daily
	merry
	

	5. different
	carrot
	cigaritte
	thought
	

	6. imediately
	angrily
	suddenly
	quickly
	

	7. November
	Janary
	February
	August
	

	8. handerkerchief
	roof
	shelf
	knife
	

	9. barbber
	summer
	farmer
	colour
	

	10. spring
	summer
	autum
	winter
	

	11. calender
	cinema
	cargo
	cartoon
	

	12. valleys
	scisors
	dishes
	pianos
	

	13. certain
	share
	sily
	shore
	

	14. accept
	build
	throw
	beleive
	

	15. Wednesday
	Tuesday
	Thurday
	Friday
	

	16. smaller
	scisor
	earlier
	quieter
	

	17. inpossinle
	incapable
	indifferent
	introduce
	

	18. smelling
	shinning
	spelling
	singing
	

	19. rabbit
	ruber
	reader
	rocket
	

	20. diary
	necessary
	libary
	cherry
	

	21. themselves
	herself
	ourselves
	hisself
	

	22. postman
	policeman
	parent
	elphant
	

	23. widen
	hiden
	garden
	golden
	

	24. enginer
	beggar
	baker
	hawker
	

	25. sportsman
	librarien
	actress
	actor
	

	26. girafe
	dolphin
	turtle
	spider
	

	27. goat
	rino
	seal
	ostrich
	

	28. sushi
	cheesecake
	humburger
	pizza
	

	29. ferry
	lorry
	ambulance
	halicopter
	

	30. file
	folder
	clip
	staper
	


Exercise 3
i. Fill in the blanks by writing ie or ei
1. Paint the (c--ling) before you paint the walls. 

2. I paid almost five dollars for that (p--ce) of pie. 

3. I don't (bel--ve) in coincidence. 

4. The guests brought (th--r) children to the wedding. 

5. The (n--ghbors) complained about our parents. 

ii Fill in the blanks by writing i or y
1. Have you (tr-ed) the dessert yet? 

2. The baby (cr-ed) throughout the church service. 

3. You should be (stud-ing) for Friday's exam. 

4. (Lonel-ness) was never a problem for Henry. 

5. I have always (rel-ed) on my friends. 

iii Fill in the blanks by writing a, e, or i
1. The tax cuts will (ben-fit) the wealthy. 

2. It was a (priv-lege) to meet you. 

3. He has a remarkably (unpleas-nt) disposition. 

4. Henry is an (independ-nt) thinker. 

5. I found an (excell-nt) excuse to resign from the committee. 

iv Fill in the blanks by writing the letter needed
1. Kelly (su-prised) me. 

2. You are (prob-bly) going to be late. 

3. (D-scribe) the man who hit you. 

4. She (mak_s) a good boyfriend. 

5. We must work together to improve the (envir-nment). 

6. Mr. Summers should attend to his (bus-ness). 

7. Alice Walker wrote an essay (sim-lar) to yours. 

8. The Red Team has (fin-lly) won a ball game. 

9. I was (dis_ppointed) by the cranberries in dill sauce. 

10. Ben works for the (gover-ment).

Exercise 4

Write the words with correct spelling in the following pictures:


 1. b______________     
2. g_____________

 
 3.g____________         
4. r_____________      
5.e______________      
6.h______________

   
 7. s_____________     
8. h _______________


9.a______________     
10.H_______________

Exercise 5

Circle the best answer in the following questions

There are ______________ friends walking together. 
-too 
-to 
-two 
-tow

2.I don't know how she _____________________ it. 
-duz 
-dose 
-dosses 
-does

3.Chocolate is my _________________ flavor. 
-favrit 
-favorite 
-flavorite 
-bestest

4.She has _________________ many Beanie Babies. 
-two 
-tow 
-to 
-too

5.______________ father is a police officer. 
-There 
-Their 
-Thair 
-They're

6.The flowers are really_______________________ ! 
-beutiful 
-beeutifal 
-beautiful 
-beautiful

7.Why won't you try this _______________ of pie? 
-piece 
-peace 
-peece 
-piese

8.The ___________________ is a nice person. 
-principal 
-principle 
-princeaple 
-printsapple

9. The second month of the year is __________ . 
-Feberwarry 
-Febrary 
-Feburry 
-February

10. We have silent reading every ____________ morning. 
-Wednesday 
-Wedensday 
-Wedsday 
-Wendsday
Answers

Exercise 1

The word on the left is correctly spelt.  Underline the word and copy the word ONE time next to it.

e.g. acceptable acceptable  - acceptable   
    twelfth   
twelfth  -  twelth 
accommodate - accomodate    


    achieve – achieve 
acknowledge – acknowledge       


address - adress

among - amung     





annually - anually 

argument - arguement    




athlete - athelete 

average – average   





balance - ballance

basically - basicly   





because - becuase

becoming - becomeing    




beginning - begining
career - carrer    






careful - carefull    

certain - certin    






chief - cheif
disappear – disapear

     


disappoint - disapoint 

consensus – concensus



    
criticize - critecize 

exaggerate – exaggerate     



exercise - exercize

decide - dicide      





eight - eigth 

embarrass – embaras



    
environment - enviroment 

experience – experince





explanation - explaination 

familiar - familier     





foreign - foriegn 

forty - fourty      





forward - foreward 

friend - freind 






government - goverment 

grammar - grammer     




guidance - guidence 

happiness - happyness    




heroes - heros 

humorous - humerous 



   

hygiene - hygene

niece - neice  






occasion - occassion

occurred – occured



    

official - oficial 

promise - promiss 






receive - recieve

referred – refered




   

relevant - relevent

questionnaire – questionaire             

tomatoes – tomatos

tongue - tounge 






truly - truely   





Exercise 2

Underline the word with wrong spelling and write down the word with * correct spelling.

	e.g. primary
	secondary
	kindergarden
	university
	* kindergarten

	31. accident
	pvement
	government
	dentist
	pavement

	32. fourty
	thirty
	fifty
	ninety
	forty

	33. cleverer
	thiner
	lighter
	weaker
	thinner

	34. chimney
	dictionery
	daily
	merry
	dictionary

	35. different
	carrot
	cigaritte
	thought
	cigarette

	36. imediately
	angrily
	suddenly
	quickly
	immediately

	37. November
	Janary
	February
	August
	January

	38. handerkerchief
	roof
	shelf
	knife
	handkerchief

	39. barbber
	summer
	farmer
	colour
	barber

	40. spring
	summer
	autum
	winter
	autumn

	41. calender
	cinema
	cargo
	cartoon
	calendar

	42. valleys
	scisors
	dishes
	pianos
	scissors

	43. certain
	share
	sily
	shore
	silly

	44. accept
	build
	throw
	beleive
	believe

	45. Wednesday
	Tuesday
	Thurday
	Friday
	Thursday

	46. smaller
	scisor
	earlier
	quieter
	scissors

	47. inpossinle
	incapable
	indifferent
	introduce
	impossible

	48. smelling
	shinning
	spelling
	singing
	shining

	49. rabbit
	ruber
	reader
	rocket
	rubber

	50. diary
	necessary
	libary
	cherry
	library

	51. themselves
	herself
	ourselves
	hisself
	himself

	52. postman
	policeman
	parent
	elphant
	elephant

	53. widen
	hiden
	garden
	golden
	hidden

	54. enginer
	beggar
	baker
	hawker
	engineer

	55. sportsman
	librarien
	actress
	actor
	librarian

	56. girafe
	dolphin
	turtle
	spider
	giraffe

	57. goat
	rino
	seal
	ostrich
	rhino

	58. sushi
	cheesecake
	humburger
	pizza
	hamburger

	59. ferry
	lorry
	ambulance
	halicopter
	helicopter

	60. file
	folder
	clip
	staper
	stapler


Exercise 3
i. Fill in the blanks by writing ie or ei
1. Paint the (ceiling) before you paint the walls. 
2. I paid almost five dollars for that (piece) of pie. 

3. I don't (believe) in coincidence. 

4. The guests brought (their) children to the wedding. 

5. The (neighbors) complained about our parents. 

ii Fill in the blanks by writing i or y
6. Have you (tried) the dessert yet? 

7. The baby (cried) throughout the church service. 

8. You should be (studying) for Friday's exam. 

9. (Loneliness) was never a problem for Henry. 

10. I have always (relied) on my friends. 

iii Fill in the blanks by writing a, e, or i
6. The tax cuts will (benefit) the wealthy. 

7. It was a (privilege) to meet you. 

8. He has a remarkably (unpleasant) disposition. 

9. Henry is an (independent) thinker. 

10. I found an (excellent) excuse to resign from the committee. 

iv Fill in the blanks by writing the letter needed
11. Kelly( surprised) me. 

12. You are (probably) going to be late. 

13. (Describe) the man who hit you. 

14. She (makes) a good boyfriend. 

15. We must work together to improve the (environment). 

16. Mr. Summers should attend to his (business). 

17. Alice Walker wrote an essay (similar) to yours. 

18. The Red Team has (finally) won a ball game. 

19. I was (disappointed) by the cranberries in dill sauce. 

20. Ben works for the (government).

Exercise 4

Write the words with correct spelling in the following pictures:


 1. butterfly     



2. goat

 
 3.giraffe       

 

4. rhino
 
5.elephant  

 


6.hamburger

  
 7. scissors

     

8. helicopter


9.ambulance




10.Halloween

Exercise 5

Underline the best answer in the following questions

1. There are ______________ friends walking together. 
-too 
-to 
-two 
-tow

2.  I don't know how she _____________________ it. 
-duz 
-dose 
-dosses 
-does
3.Chocolate is my _________________ flavor. 
-favrit 
-favorite 
-flavorite 
-bestest

4.She has _________________ many Beanie Babies. 
-two 
-tow 
-to 
-too
5.______________ father is a police officer. 
-There 
-Their 
-Thair 
-They're

6.The flowers are really_______________________ ! 
-beutiful 
-beeutifal 
-beautiful 
-beautiful

7.Why won't you try this _______________ of pie? 
-piece 
-peace 
-peece 
-piese

8.The ___________________ is a nice person. 
-principal 
-principle 
-princeaple 
-printsapple

9. The second month of the year is __________ . 
-Feberwarry 
-Febrary 
-Feburry 
-February
10. We have silent reading every ____________ morning. 
-Wednesday 
-Wedensday 
-Wedsday 
-Wendsday
