Verbs
A. Active Voice & Passive Voice

   a. Intransitive verbs (without a direct object) cannot be used in the passive. 
1. happen

       The accident happened early on Friday morning.

2. occur



Many accidents occur in the home.


3. exist


  The custom of arranged marriages still exists in many countries.


4. die

        The old lady died yesterday.


5. belong

        The farm belonged to my grandfather.


6. break out


  The fire broke out during the night.


7. consist of

        His breakfast consists of dry bread and a cup of tea.


8. disappear
        My keys have disappeared.



 b. The passive voice cannot be used with certain verbs.


  1. lack 

        He lacks courage to over difficulties.


    2. resemble 

        Dick closely resembled his father.


    3. seem
        That seems a risky thing to try. 

      4. suffer

        Small businesses have suffered financially during the recession.


    5. undergo

        The company underwent several major changes. 


    6. take place

        The contest takes place every four years.

      7. pass

        I passed my driving test first time.


    8. fail

        I failed my driving test the first time I took it.
c. Some verbs are usually used in the passive in a particular situation.



  1. bear



He was born in China.


    2. dress



She was neatly dressed for the interview. (on a particular occasion)
        She always dresses elegantly. (for a habitual action)



  3. compose


      Water is composed of hydrogen and oxygen.


    4. suppose
        She was commonly supposed to be extremely rich. (was believed)


      You are not supposed to smoke in here. (are not allowed)


    5. oblige
        Parents are obliged by law to send their children to school. 

B. Forms & Tenses

    a. Some verbs are seldom used in a continuous form



1. We believe the boy to be innocent.


2. I don't understand what you're talking about.
        3. The jar contains ten glasses of water.

      (forget, remember, wish, hope, want, like, hate, feel, smell, include, notice)

    b. Ways to express the first action in the past:

        1. I took a bath after I had finished my housework. (past perfect)


      2. I took a bath after I finished my housework. (simple past)



3. I took a bath after finishing my housework. (gerund)


  c. Use the past tense for a habit in the past



When I was a child, I ate sweets every day.

  d. Use a gerund after “as well as”
         As well as losing money, Dick ruined his reputation.

  e. The perfect tense is used after “this is the first/second/third time”
     This is the first I have met her. 


It was the second time he had seen her.

  f. Use the present continuous for a future arrangement, ‘be + going’ for an intention or something likely to happen

1. I am meeting John tomorrow. (arrangement)


2. I am going to leave tomorrow. (intention)


3. It is going to rain. (certainty)

  g. Use of ‘need’
    1. Used as an ordinary verb

      Present tense: need, needs

      Past tense & past participle: needed

      e.g. She needs food and shelter.

          She needs to rest.

          She does not need to worry.

          Do you need anything?


2. Used as a modal verb (in questions and negatives only)


    Only one form for subjects of different persons and numbers

      e.g. She needn’t take the exam. 
          Need she pay now?

   h. Verbs followed by “infinitive without to”

hear, see, watch, let, make and modal verbs (must, can, may, should, will, need, dare)

1. I saw Bob steal the watch.

2. The pain made him cry out.
3. I must leave at seven today. 
C. The Conditional

      a. Conditional sentences
	Type
	If-clause
	Main clause

	1. Probable or likely
	present simple
	will + infinitive without to

	2. Inprobable or unlikely
	past simple
	would + infinitive without to

	3. Unfulfilled
	past perfect
	would + have + past participle




e.g. If it rains, we shall all get wet. (Type 1)
        If you heat ice, it becomes water. (Type 1 of common truth)

        If I were a lion, I would be the king of the jungle. (Type 2)

        If you asked him, he might help you. (Type 2)


    If I had worked hard, I might have passed the examination. (Type 3)
        If she had brought the map, we wouldn’t have got lost. (Type 3)



b. verb forms
1. For “unreal” situations, the past perfect is used after ‘as if’ and ‘as though’
         Susan looks as if she had seen a ghost.



   2. After “it is time”, the past tense is used.

         It is time we went home.

3. Use a bare infinitive (without ‘”to”) after “had better” and “would rather”
You had better go home now.

I would rather play tennis than swim.

4. Use the past tense after “would rather + object”
I would rather you didn’t tell him. 

5. The past perfect tense is used to describe “unfulfilled hopes”
I had hoped that Sandy would join us but she did not.
6. The past tense should be used after “wish”
I wish I were a bird. 
Verbs - Exercises

A. Choose the best answer. 

1. All ___________ so quickly.

A. happened   B. was happened   C. were happened

2. That dictionary ___________ me.

A. belongs    B. belongs to    C. is belonged to

3. A fire ___________ out last night.

A. broke     B. was broken    C. was to break

4. There is no evidence that life __________ on other planets.
A. exist     B. exists      C. is existed 

5. That film always makes me ____________.

A. to cry      B. cries     C. cry

6. I wish Fred __________ trying to be so nice.

A. can stop    B. could stop     C. stopping

7. I would rather _________ at home and play video games.

A. stay     B. stayed     C. staying

8. No one __________ to notice me.
A. was appearing   B. appeared   C. was appeared 

9. This cell ___________ of two different types of protein.

A. composes      B. is composing     C. is composed 

10. _______ go to school today?

A. Need Tom    B. Needs Tom    C. Do Tom need to

B. Fill in the blanks using the correct form of the verb in brackets.
1. It’s time you ____________ (be) in bed. 
2. This is the first time I _____________ (see) the volcano eruption. 
3. Cathy ____________ (bear) in China.
4. The rocket’s engine ___________ (fail) a few seconds after takeoff. 

5. I hope that Tom _____________ (succeed).
6. She ______________ (dress) in black yesterday. 
7. Employees _______________ (compel) to join the company’s pension plan. 

8. Besides _________ (be) a professional pianist, he is also a famous painter. 
9. Students _____________ (not suppose) to talk in the examination.

10. This message arrived after everyone ____________ (go) home.
11. It’s time you _____________ (get) a new job. 
12. You should seek advice before ____________ (sign) anything.

13. She treats him as if he ____________ (be) a stranger.

14. You ____________ (need) to take the test again.
15. If we miss the late bus, we __________ (have) to walk home.

16. If Fred ___________ (be) alive today, he would achieve better results.

17. If I had known you were coming, I ___________ (have) a meal ready for you.

18. If the new safety system __________ (be) in use, the accident would never have happened.
19. I would rather you ___________ (speak) for us.

20. This is the most boring film I ______________ (ever watch).

C. There is one mistake in each of the following sentences. Correct them.

1. The great poet was died yesterday.
2. She was suffered from a headache. 

3. I made a new friend who called Jill.

4. Mike scared to go bungee jumping.
5. This soup consists beef, potatoes and tomatoes.

6. The moon was disappeared behind the clouds.

7. The arrests were resulted from a secret telephone call. 

8. I watched television after finish my homework.

9. The boxes were containing toys and books.

10. When I lived in China, I swim every day.

11. She need my help desperately.
12. Alice’s mother won’t let her to come with us.

13. I bought a new computer which costed $5,000. 

14. I saw the boy broke the vase.
15. Mrs Wong beated his son this morning.

16. If I had five million dollars, I will buy a new flat.

17. Jane looks as if she has seen a ghost.

18. I am noticing that she is wearing a new dress.
19. This company established in 1960.

20. I suddenly realized that I watched the film before. 
Verbs – Exercises -  Answers
A. 1. A   2. B   3. A   4. B   5. C   6. B   7. A   8. B   9. C   10. A

B. 1. were   2. have seen   3. was born   4. failed   5. will succeed 

6. was dressed   7. are/were compelled    8. being   9. are not supposed 

10. went/had gone   11. got   12. signing   13. were   14. need   15. have
16. were   17. had had   18. had been   19. spoke   20. have ever watched 

C. 1. X was

2. X was

3. is called

4. is/was scared

5. consists of

6. X was

7. X were

8. finish  finishing

9. were containing   contained

10. swim   swam 

11. need   needs

12. X to

13. costed   cost

14. broke   break

15. beated   beat

16. will   would

17. has   had

18. am noticing   notice 

19. was established 

20. had watched

