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A Phrase A Day – April 2007
	1
	scratch the surface 
僅觸及問題的表面
	In this essay I can only hope to scratch the surface of the topic.

	2
	pay through the nose 
付費過高
	In this city centre restaurants, you pay through the nose for your drinks.

	3
	ignorant of 
無知，不知道的
	He is ignorant of even the simplest facts.

	4
	take immediate action 
立即採取行動
	The top mainland official urged Hong Kong to take immediate action to deal with mainland visitors' complaints about shopping.

	5
	spend / pay a fortune 
花一大筆錢 
	They must have spent a fortune on flowers alone.

	6
	a frugal lifestyle 
節儉的生活方式 
	Stanley Ho admired Nina Wang for living simple and frugal lifestyles, despite her wealth.

	7
	fall short of demand 
不應求 
	The supply of vegetables falls short of demand this year.

	8
	not stand on ceremony 
隨便，不拘禮節
	There's no need to stand on ceremony – come in and relax.

	9
	the merits and demerits of 
優點和缺點
	We should consider the merits and demerits of this new system.

	10
	devote yourself to 
獻身於，專心致力於
	Few people are able to devote themselves fully to their career.

	11
	target on/at 
以…為目標/對象 
	We want to target more welfare on the poorest groups in society.

	12
	correct/established/normal procedure 正確的/確定的/正常的程序
	Initial investigations showed the worker had failed to follow established procedures.

	13
	come up with 
想出，提出（主意、計劃等）
	Greenpeace called on the government to come up with a time table for food safety legislation.

	14
	make a false assumption 做出不正確的假設
	We often make false assumptions about people of other cultures.

	15
	threaten sb with sth 
威脅 
	The robber threatened an elderly customer with what looked like a gun while ordering the bank staff to hand over cash.

	16
	sweep the board 
大獲全勝
	"After This Our Exile" almost swept the board of prizes winning five major prizes at the Hong Kong Film Awards.

	17
	permit sb to do sth 
允許，許可
	We were not permitted to enter the area during the investigation.

	18
	burst into tears / laughter 突然哭/笑起來 
	The widow of the killed policeman burst into tears while presenting a positive view of him.

	19
	seek advice 
徵求意見
	Seek medical advice if symptoms last more than a week.

	20
	an upward/downward trend 
上升的/下降的趨勢
	Today's figures continue the upward trend in the stock market.

	21
	have/pay/show little regard for/to 不大顧及
	He is self-centred, paying little regard for the feelings of others.

	22
	unfair dismissal 
無理解僱 
	She is bringing a case of unfair dismissal against the company.

	23
	relieve traffic congestion 緩和交通擠塞
	The scheme is designed to relieve traffic congestion on the main routes into the city.

	24
	at large 
逍遙法外
	Police are still investigating the attack, as they believe the mastermind remains at large.

	25
	living/working conditions生活/工作環境
	The project aims to provide better living conditions and health care for the elderly.

	26
	reach an unanimous verdict 作出一致的裁決
	The jury took 12 hours to reach a unanimous verdict.

	27
	in abundance 
豐富，充足
	There were deer in abundance in these forests.

	28
	rip off 
索價過高
	Tourists are worried they will get ripped off.

	29
	boost/raise the morale 
鼓舞士氣
	Actor Chow Yun-fat boosted the morale of activists camped inside Queen's Pier by making a surprise appearance to offer support.

	30
	introduce/pass/enact legislation 制定法規
	The government should enact legislation to limit the powers of the police in using guns.


