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A Phrase A Day – December 2009
	1
	comply with 

遵守
	The parents of a 10-year-old boy have been found guilty of not complying with an Education Bureau order to send their son to a proper school. 

	2
	filled with guilt 

深感不安
	He was filled with guilt at having failed his parents.

	3
	the other way round 

相反
	I think it should go on the other way round. 

	4
	make advances 

追求 
	She accused her boss of making advances to her. 

	5
	relieve pressure/stress 

緩解壓力
	Queen Mary hospital has pledged to do more to relieve the pressure on front-line staff.

	6
	be privileged to do sth 

榮幸
	The Chief Executive Donald Tsang said Hong Kong is privileged to be the host of the Fifth East Asian Games, adding the city has opened a new chapter in its sporting history.

	7
	excessive workloads

工作量過大
	Many social workers reported insufficient sleep and excessive workloads.

	8
	the key/crucial factor 

關鍵的因素 
	The survey shows financial stress is a key factor behind unhappiness. 

	9
	condemn sb/sth 
譴責
	A senior nursing assistant who fed human faeces to a helpless elderly woman in her care will be "punished and condemned by heaven," a magistrate said yesterday. 

	10
	empty promises 
兌現不了的承諾
	At the climate conference, China accused the developed nations of making “empty promises” and putting impossible demands on their developing counterparts.

	11
	fake products 

冒牌產品 
	The number of young people arrested for selling fake products on the internet has risen by almost a third this year.

	12
	wage a war 

發動戰爭/鬥爭
	The government has pledged itself to wage a war on poverty. 

	13
	outstanding performance 
出色的表演
	Donald Tsang hailed the performance of the Hong Kong football team as "outstanding, brave and engaging". 

	14
	conduct / carry out a survey 進行調查
	The company conducted a survey to find out local reaction to the leisure centre.

	15
	absence of 缺少，缺乏
	The absence of color in that drawing makes it dull.

	16
	charge sb/sth for sth 收費
	Whether the recipients reply to or ignore the messages, they can be charged for them.

	17
	existing method 
現行方法
	A hair test for drug abuse – said to be 1,000 times more sensitive than existing methods - has been developed in Hong Kong.

	18
	get / gain / derive satisfaction from sth 得到滿足
	She got great satisfaction from helping people to learn. 

	19
	delaying tactics 
拖延戰術
	The government is accused of using delaying tactics. 

	20
	explanation for 
說明，解釋
	I can't think of any possible explanation for his absence. 

	21
	blackmail sb 
敲詐，勒索
	She blackmailed him for years by threatening to tell the newspapers about their affair. 

	22
	undergo tests/trials 
經受考驗
	He had undergone lots of trials before he attained his goals.

	23
	tamper with 
竄改
	A postman was arrested after his colleague noticed that he had tampered with several mail packets.

	24
	in my (own) backyard 在我家的後院
	The residents didn't want a school for former drug addicts in their backyard. 

	25
	mount a campaign 
發起抗議/運動 
	We are mounting a campaign to recruit more volunteers. 

	26
	provide sb with sth / provide sth for sb 
提供，給予 
	We are here to provide the public with a service.
We are here to provide a service for the public. 

	27
	set aside differences 拋開分歧 
	The Ministry of Railways hoped work on the section linking Hong Kong to Guangzhou could begin soon and urged the parties to set aside their differences.

	28
	intensive care 
特別護理 
	Intensive care in hospitals is given to the seriously ill.

	29
	come into conflict 

發生爭執 
	He and his ex-wife frequently came into conflict.

	30
	deprive sb of sth 
剝奪，使喪失 
	The new laws deprived many people of the most elementary freedoms.

	31
	abuse of 
虐待 
	Physical abuse and neglect of children is too common. 


