A Phrase A Day – January 2005

	1
	natural disaster 

自然災害
	The recent Asian tidal wave disaster was the worst natural disaster to hit South Asia.

	2
	for fear of / for fear that 生怕
	I didn't tell Kitty about our meeting for fear of upsetting her.

	3
	bring about

造成、 導致
	Science has brought about many changes in our lives.

	4
	exercise/use discretion 

作出決定
	Teachers must be allowed to exercise their own discretion in choosing suitable classroom materials.

	5
	mean no offence 

沒有冒犯的意思
	Don't be upset by what he said – he meant no offence.

	6
	criticize sb/sth for sth 指責、 批評
	The report strongly criticized the police for failing to deal with this problem.

	7
	suffer a serious defeat 遭受到嚴重的挫折
	The government has suffered a serious defeat over its West Kowloon Cultural District plans.

	8
	fall victim to 

成為犧牲品
	She fell victim to a rare disease.

	9
	take measures to do sth 採取 措施
	The government needs to take stronger measures to bring down unemployment.

	10
	a sharp decline 

大幅下降
	There has been a sharp decline in public services over recent years.

	11
	renew a contract 

續約
	Almost half of Native English Teachers chose not to renew their contracts last year.

	12
	tertiary education 

大專教育
	Representatives from the education sector strongly opposed the government's proposed budget cuts on tertiary education.

	13
	a pragmatic approach 務實的方法
	The government adopted a pragmatic approach to fight poverty.

	14
	refusal to do sth 

拒絕做某事
	The teachers protested at the government's refusal to implement small class teaching.

	15
	turn up 

重新出現、 到來
	We invited her to dinner but she didn't even bother to turn up.


	16
	top priority 

最優先考慮的事
	The government would make the elimination of poverty a top priority.

	17
	fight/struggle for survival 

為生存而搏鬥
	A nine-year-old Hong Kong girl lost her three-week fight for survival in a Thailand hospital.

	18
	praise sb for (doing) sth 讚揚
	He praised the teacher for encouraging the artistic talents of the children.

	19
	pay tribute to 

表示讚賞或敬意
	The chairman paid tribute to the team for all the hard work they had put in on the project.

	20
	stay out of sth 

避開某物
	His father told him to stay out of trouble.

	21
	take/adopt a tough stance/stand 

採取強硬立場
	We must take a tough stance against terrorism.

	22
	side with 

支持
	She sided with her sister against the others in the class.

	23
	deficit of 

赤字
	The directors reported a deficit of $2 million.

	24
	try out 

試驗
	The idea sounds fine, but we need to try it out in practice.

	25
	in particular 

尤其
	The crime situation saw obvious improvement in 2004, with a drop in most of the crimes, in particular homicide, robbery, burglary and snatching.

	26
	at random 

隨便、 任意
	The killer appears to have selected his victims at random.

	27
	aggressive behaviour 好鬥的行為
	We teach parents how to deal with their children's aggressive behaviour.

	28
	trace of 

痕跡、 微量
	Traces of blood were found in the bathroom.

	29
	with great /deep /profound regret 

感到萬分悲痛
	I heard of his death with profound regret.

	30
	menace to 

危險的人/物
	Chemical weapons are a menace to world peace.

	31
	a person with many shortcomings 

有許多缺點的人
	Although she is a person with many shortcomings, she has a kind heart and is always willing to help.


