Ju Ching Chu Secondary School (Kwai Chung)

A Phrase A Day – January 2009
	1
	optimism for/about 

樂觀，樂觀主義 
	We have optimism for the future. 

	2
	a shopping /spending spree 
狂熱購物/花錢
	We went on a buying spree in Mongkok yesterday.

	3
	make amendments 作出修訂 
	The government will make amendments to proposed rules on idling engines. 

	4
	familiarize with 

使熟悉
	Some doctors have complained that they have not had enough time to familiarise themselves with the software used for registering patients. 

	5
	ignorant of/about 

無知的，不知道的
	A study found that more than 40 per cent of young people were ignorant about web-related laws.

	6
	consider doing sth 考慮做某事
	A survey has found that one in five residents are considering leaving the city because of air pollution.

	7
	deter sb from doing sth 阻嚇，制止
	We need severe punishments to deter people from dealing in drugs.

	8
	similar to 
相仿的，類似的
	Secretary for Food and Health ordered the Hospital Authority to make sure another blunder similar to the recent loss of a baby's body cannot happen again.

	9
	boost morale/confidence 提高士氣/信心
	The change of management has boosted morale throughout the company.

	10
	be renowned for 
有名的，有聲譽的
	The coast is renowned for its beautiful beaches. 

	11
	remain a mystery 仍然是個謎 
	The motive for the murder remains a mystery. 

	12
	labelling effect 
標籤效應
	The new language policy in secondary schools could create more confusion, and worsen the labelling effect for students studying in Chinese-language classes.

	13
	come/draw to a halt 停止
	Five people were trapped in a lift when it came to a halt.

	14
	a long-awaited plan 盼望已久的計劃
	The government has unveiled details of its long-awaited plan to develop the Kai Tak site.

	15
	pick up 學到，獲得

	He was picking up the skills quickly.

	16
	conflict between 
衝突，分歧
	The issue provoked conflicts between the press and the police.

	17
	reasons behind 
真正的原因
	The financial crisis is the reason behind the institute's closure. 

	18
	be hard/badly hit 
受嚴重打擊 
	Local businesses have been hard hit by the financial crisis. 

	19
	insist on/upon 
堅持，堅決認為
	Despite government's warnings of hill fires in the country park, dozens of hikers insisted on going up the hill.

	20
	confident of/that 
有信心的
	He is confident of passing the examination.
He is quite confident that he will pass the examination.

	21
	a span of time 
一段時間
	Over a short span of three years a surprising amount has been achieved.

	22
	take advantage of 利用
	The judge called the accused a greedy person who took advantage of the kindness and the trust of the young people.

	23
	a stiff penalty /sentence 
嚴罰/嚴刑
	Those caught breaking the new law face a stiff penalty.

	24
	renewed calls 
再度要求 
	There are renewed calls for toughening penalties for drink-driving. 

	25
	amend laws 
修訂法例 
	The Association for the Rights of Industrial Accident Victims has urged the government to amend labour laws to cover workers going to and from work. 

	26
	be no stranger to sth 對某事並不陌生 
	Hong Kong people are no strangers to hard times. 

	27
	highlight of 最突出或最精彩的部分
	Her performance was the highlight of the show. 

	28
	on behalf of sb / on sb's behalf 
代表某人
	Lau Wong-fat, chairman of rural affairs body the Heung Yee Kuk, yesterday drew the unlucky fortune stick No 27 on the city's behalf at the Che Kung temple. 

	29
	regard as 
把 ... 看作
	The third day of the Lunar New Year is traditionally regarded as unlucky to visit other people's homes. 

	30
	reveal/disclose your identity 
透露 / 公開 身分
	The Court of Appeal ruled that the law requiring drivers to disclose their identity was constitutional. 

	31
	sales promotions 
推銷活動
	This year's sales promotions have been very successful.


