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A Phrase A Day – January 2012
	1
	pessimistic about 悲觀
	Nearly half of the respondents said they were pessimistic about the coming year.

	2
	relieved of sb's
duties 

解除職務
	The MTR Corporation apologised to passengers and said the driver had been temporarily relieved of his driving duties.

	3
	carry the burden of 負有責任 
	Parents carry the burden of ensuring that children go to school.

	4
	be underway 
正在進行 
	A clean-up operation is underway at the Government's new headquarters to disinfect their water systems tainted with potentially fatal bacteria.

	5
	have reservations
about 

有保留意見
	Conservationists have reservations about some of the sites because the list includes areas of high ecological importance.

	6
	take high risks 
承擔高風險
	Both the mother and baby are taking high risks because facilities and manpower in emergency wards are different from standard obstetrics wards.

	7
	sanitary conditions 衛生情況
	An international survey of 30 world-famous shopping streets puts Hong Kong in 29th place because of the unfriendly attitude of salespeople and poor sanitary conditions.

	8
	give vent to sth 
發洩
	Children give vent to their anger in various ways.

	9
	in anticipation of 預見 
	The shop closed its doors in anticipation of the protest.

	10
	have an adverse effect 不利影響 
	Lack of money will have an adverse effect on our research programme.

	11
	generation of 
產生
	The aim of the scheme is to reduce the generation of waste.

	12
	in the name of 
以...的名義 
	The magistrate refused to accept the two activists 's claim that they were behaving in the name of freedom of speech.

	13
	get hooked on 
上癮 
	I got hooked on TV when I was sick.

	14
	integrate into 
使成一體，融入 
	The Home Affairs Department has formed a dedicated team to help ethnic minorities integrate into the community.

	15
	take into account 
考慮到
	Political ideologies would not be taken into account.

	16
	in response to sth 反應 
	The law was passed in response to public pressure.

	17
	contaminated food 受污染食物 
	The infection was traced to contaminated food.

	18
	public consciousness 
公眾意識
	This will increase public consciousness of the pollution issue.

	19
	take note of 留意
	Eat healthy by taking note of the amount you consume and how the food is cooked.

	20
	cautious about 
小心的，謹慎的 
	Analysts have cautioned job seekers that they face a challenging environment, especially since employers are still cautious about hiring.

	21
	accuse sb of sth 
指控，譴責 
	The parents of a new born baby who suffered oxygen deprivation during delivery have accused Queen Elizabeth Hospital of refusing to take responsibility for the incident.

	22
	twist the facts 
歪曲事實 
	The newspaper was accused of twisting the facts.

	23
	regardless of 
不管 
	The Chief Executive, Donald Tsang, says all Hong Kong people regardless of their race, position or age belong to one big family - a family whose members love and help one another.

	24
	in celebration of 
慶祝 
	The old couple held a party in celebration of their fiftieth wedding anniversary.

	25
	bode well/ill for sb/sth 
為吉/凶.的兆頭 
	These events bode well for us.

	26
	grind to a halt 
慢慢停下來 
	The cable car company said the problem was caused by a pulley which wasn't running smoothly, causing the automated system to grind to a halt.

	27
	call for 
要求 
	The guidelines call for unnecessary lighting to be turned off after 11pm, and when businesses are closed.

	28
	obtain property by deception騙取錢財
	He was accused of obtaining property by deception.

	29
	anticipate that 
預期，預料 
	We anticipate that sales will rise next year.

	30
	petition for 
請願，請求 
	Hong Kong University medical students are petitioning for a law banning the display of tobacco products at points of sale.

	31
	domestic violence 家庭暴力 
	The brutal killing has renewed concern about domestic violence.


