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A Phrase A Day - July 2004

	1
	a ratio of 
比例
	By 2033, women will outnumber men by a ratio of almost six to four.

	2
	take part 
參加
	Hundreds of thousands took part in the march for democracy in stifling heat yesterday.

	3
	to sb's advantage 
對某人有利
	It would be to your advantage to prepare questions in advance.

	4
	be widely/generally believed 普遍認為
	It is widely believed that the virus originally came from monkeys.

	5
	on a short-term/ temporary basis 
以短期/臨時方式
	The workers are employed on a short-term basis.

	6
	criticize sb/sth for sth 
批評
	The report criticized the government officials for not taking more action to protect children at risk.

	7
	shoulder the responsibility
承擔責任
	The chairman shouldered all the responsibility and resigned.

	8
	handle sth well 
處理某事好
	The teacher handled the discipline problems well.

	9
	follow suit 
仿效別人
	This restaurant began to offer takeout food, and other restaurants followed suit.

	10
	sensitive to 
敏感的
	The government should be more sensitive to the needs of the public.

	11
	thorough investigation 
徹底的調查
	The police conducted a thorough investigation into the cause of the accident.

	12
	hurt one’s feelings
傷害某人感情
	You will hurt her feelings if you forget her birthday.

	13
	take/accept bribes 
受賄
	The police officer was accused of taking/ accepting bribes.

	14
	avoid doing sth 
避免做某事
	We could not avoid being drawn into the argument.

	15
	view about/on 
看法、意見
	People of Hong Kong have different views on universal suffrage. 
Some people hold strong views about education reforms.
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	16
	frustration at 
沮喪
	He expressed his frustration at not being able to talk openly.

	17
	major concern 最重要或感興趣的事物
	Our major concern is how to give everyone a fair chance.

	18
	create confusion 
造成混亂
	His comments created a lot of confusion.

	19
	terms and conditions 
條款
	Make sure you read the terms and conditions carefully before signing the contract.

	20
	precautionary measures 預防措施
	People were urged to take precautionary measures against influenza.

	21
	stand for 
容忍
	No one makes a fool of me. I won't stand for it!

	22
	a thankless task 
吃力不討好的工作
	I was given the thankless task of conducting an opinion poll.

	23
	vie with/for 
競爭
	Law firms vie with each other to hire the best students.
Five players are vying for the last position on the team.

	24
	make one’s debut
首次演出
	The girl made her singing debut at the Cultural Centre.

	25
	mourn the loss of sb 
痛失某人
	Our school is mourning the loss of a devoted teacher.

	26
	make an appeal
懇求
	The mother made an emotional appeal for her daughter to contact her.

	27
	by means of 
使用
	We express our thoughts by means of words.

	28
	set a precedent 
開一個先例
	The simultaneous search of the newspapers has set a very bad precedent and seriously affected the freedom of the press.

	29
	for good 
永遠
	Albert Cheng looks likely to quit Commercial Radio for good as the station is going to terminate his contract.

	30
	lash out at 
猛烈抨擊
	They lashed out at the government's move to stop free parking.

	31
	the private sector 
私營部門
	The eight universities have managed to raise 1.3 billion dollars from the private sector over the past 16 months.


