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A Phrase A Day – July 2009
	1
	reach an agreement 達成協議 
	The government and the Walt Disney company reached an agreement to expand Hong Kong Disneyland.

	2
	give full
consideration to sth 認真考慮某事
	The Government has taken note of the different views and demands expressed in the march, and will give them full consideration to better address the needs of the public.

	3
	established mechanism 
現有機制
	The Chief Secretary, Henry Tang, urged the public to use established mechanisms and follow the rules in expressing their opinions.

	4
	acute problem 
嚴重問題 
	It is urgent that the acute problem of air pollution in the city be solved.

	5
	overcome difficulties 
克服困難 
	Two students with dyslexia have overcome their learning difficulties to win university places after scoring top grades in their A-levels.

	6
	a fraction of 
一點，一小部分
	The story does not contain a fraction of truth.

	7
	rather than 
而不是
	The principal urged parents to give their children support and encouragement, rather than let their expectations become a burden on their children.

	8
	swarm with 
被擠滿
	Chinese-medium schools were swarming with applicants, as students scrambled for the few remaining places at their preferred institutions.

	9
	be afflicted with 
受痛苦，折磨
	Many primary students are afflicted with bad eyesight.

	10
	under pressure 
在壓力下
	Under- enrolled schools are under heavy pressure to secure enough students to prevent them from being shut down.

	11
	figure out 
算出，理解
	I couldn't figure out what the teacher was talking about.

	12
	critically ill 
病情危重
	A Filipino maid was critically ill in hospital after being diagnosed with swine flu.

	13
	ulterior motive 
別有用心的動機
	Caritas issued a warning to teenagers not to meet cyber friends alone and to be on the alert for ulterior motives.

	14
	plough into 
猛地衝入
	The van's brakes failed, and it ploughed into a crowd of people.

	15
	the presence of 
出席，到場，存在
	About 40,000 netizens have signed up on the web supporting a planned protest against the presence of teen models in the book fair.

	16
	admit doing sth 
承認
	She is unwilling to admit being jealous of her sister.

	17
	tarnish one's
reputation 
敗壞名譽
	The scandal tarnished Hong Kong's reputation as a financial centre.

	18
	access to 
接近，進入，使用 
	Only a few people have access to the full facts of the case.

	19
	brace for 
防備 
	Hong Kong was last night bracing for the first typhoon of the year.

	20
	on request 
一經請求
	Further detail will be sent on request.

	21
	in the event of 
萬一，倘若
	A school will be closed for seven days in the event of a human swine flu outbreak.

	22
	accumulate a fortune 積累財富
	By investing wisely she accumulated a fortune.

	23
	proportion of 
部分，比例
	A large proportion of the country is desert.

	24
	tolerate sb doing sth 容忍
	He won't tolerate anyone questioning his decisions.

	25
	is based on 
是根據
	Their marketing strategy is based on a study of consumer spending.

	26
	overload with 
給過多的工作
	All the staff are overloaded with work.

	27
	take/have priority 享有優先權 
	Buses take priority over other vehicles on the road.

	28
	it was no
exaggeration 
一點都不誇張
	It was no exaggeration to describe the killer's conduct as barbaric.

	29
	talk sb into / out of sth 說服某人做 / 
不做某事
	The bank staff talked the elderly woman into buying high-risk financial products.

	30
	indecent assault 
非禮
	He was charged with indecent assault.

	31
	catch up 
趕上
	Men still generally earn more and are better educated, but women are slowly catching up.


