A Phrase A Day – March 2005

	1
	in line with 

符合 、一致的
	Pensioners get an annual increase in line with the cost of living.

	2
	tip sb to do sth 

認為某人有希望做某事
	He is widely tipped to take over from the current chairman.

	3
	give an account of 

報告 、 描述
	She was too shocked to give a clear account of the accident.

	4
	serve one's purpose 

達至某人目的
	It's not exactly what I wanted but it will serve my purpose.

	5
	in favour of 

贊同 、支持
	We are in favour of death penalty.

	6
	make a contribution to 作出貢獻
	This campaign made a very positive contribution to crime prevention.

	7
	in urgent need of 

急切需要
	The refugees are in urgent need of food.

	8
	with/without sb's consent 

某人同意/不同意
	You cannot go on school trips without the written consent of your parents.

	9
	dissatisfied with 

不滿意
	He had been feeling very dissatisfied with his life in recent months.

	10
	recommend sth highly 高度推薦
	This hotel is highly recommended for its facilities.

	11
	run into trouble 

陷入困境
	The new company did well at first, but then ran into trouble.

	12
	go from one extreme to another 由一個極端走到另一個極端
	Polly's moods went from one extreme to another. First she was very happy, and then she was very sad.

	13
	pave the way for 為…鋪路、 作準備
	Tung Chee-hwa's resignation paves the way for Donald Tsang to become the acting chief executive.

	14
	of great/little significance 

有/冇重要性、意義
	This new discovery of oil is of great significance to the country's economy.

	15
	drive up 

推高
	The government's policies are driving up interest rates.


	16
	blur the line /difference/distinction 使模糊
	The new commercial blurs the line between art and advertising.

	17
	a prudent decision 

審慎的決定
	It was a prudent decision because it had covered every aspect of the current situation.

	18
	pay off 

還清債款、 成功
	They took a great risk, but it paid off.

	19
	at a loss 

不知所措
	I'm at a loss what to do next.

	20
	drop a hint 

作出暗示
	Tom keeps dropping hints about what he wants for his birthday.

	21
	press ahead/on 

加緊進行
	We shall press ahead with our plans regardless of objections.

	22
	a race / race against time 和時間賽跑
	With only two days before the election, they find themselves in a race against time.

	23
	set the scene 

促使
	The unjust peace agreement set the scene for another war.

	24
	attractive/endearing characteristics 

可愛的特徵
	Arrogance remains one of Jack's less endearing characteristics.


	25
	act on sb’s advice / suggestions 按照某人意見 / 建議辦事
	Acting on the advice of my lawyer, I filed a formal complaint against the department.

	26
	be/get left behind 

落後
	You will have to put in some extra work if you don't want to get left behind

	27
	There's no point in doing sth 沒有什麼用
	There's no point in complaining; they never take any notice.

	28
	depend on 

依靠、 取決於
	Their future depends on how well they do in these exams.

	29
	call on/upon sb to do sth 要求某人做某事
	We are calling on you to help us.

	30
	appearances can be deceptive 

外表能 欺騙人的
	She looks kind, but appearances can be deceptive.

	31
	generate excitement/interest 引起興奮 / 興趣
	News of the superstar's visit is generating a lot of excitement.


