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A Phrase A Day – March 2007
	1
	budget surplus 
預算盈餘


	The Financial Secretary announced tax cuts and concessions, following a larger than expected budget surplus.

	2
	heated debate 
激烈的辯論
	They were engaged in a heated debate about the problem.

	3
	prolong the agony 延長痛苦
	There's no point in prolonging the agony. The situation won't get any better.

	4
	depend on 
依靠 , 依賴
	Health depends on good food, fresh air and enough sleep.

	5
	receive / undergo medical treatment 接受治療 
	She was undergoing treatment for breast cancer.

	6
	strengthen one's resolve加強決心
	Her objections only strengthened my resolve to open my own business.

	7
	lose / gain confidence
失去/得到信心
	The more he fails, the more he loses confidence in his abilities.

	8
	at the critical moment 關鍵時刻
	The police arrived at the critical moment.

	9
	propose that / doing sth 
提議 ，計劃
	I proposed that we delay making a decision until next month.

I proposed delaying our decision until the next month.

	10
	estimate that 
估計
	It is estimated that between 70 and 90 per cent of car crimes occur in the daytime.

	11
	at stake 
危險，風險
	My whole future was at stake .

	12
	prohibit sb from doing sth 
妨礙,阻止
	The law prohibits shops from selling cigarettes to children.

	13
	in circulation 
(貨幣、消息等的) 流通,傳播
	Many forged notes are in circulation.

	14
	warn of / against
警告，提醒
	He warned me against going outside alone at night.

They warned him of the danger.

	15
	disqualify sb for sth / from doing sth 
取消某人的資格
	His criminal record disqualified him for (from getting) the job.

	16
	outshine one's rivals 優於對手
	She outshone her rivals on debating skills.

	17
	concede that 
(不得不) 承認
	The manager was forced to concede that competition had badly affected profits.

	18
	originate from/in/with 
發源，來自
	The idea originated with her. 

The quarrel originated in rivalry between the two families.

	19
	recollection of 
記憶力，回憶
	She has only a vague recollection of her childhood events.

	20
	an essential / key feature
主要特點/特徵
	An essential feature of the plan is its overseas investments.

	21
	mark the occasion/anniversary 紀念盛典/週年紀念日
	A pair of young pandas were chosen as a gift from the central government to Hong Kong to mark the 10th anniversary of the handover.

	22
	do/cause harm 
造成傷害
	Pollution caused harm to marine life.

	23
	accuse sb of doing sth 指控
	The Ombudsman accused the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department staff of lying in a bid to cover-up their mistakes.

	24
	find sth unacceptable 
不可以接受的 
	Many viewers find the amount of violence on TV unacceptable.

	25
	disadvantaged groups 弱勢社群
	He received great support because of his concern for lower class and disadvantaged groups.

	26
	innovative ideas 
創新思維
	Donald Tsang pledged to tackle poverty with innovative ideas.

	27
	admit doing sth 
承認
	He is unwilling to admit being jealous of his brother.

	28
	prominent people 
名人
	She had access to some very prominent people.

	29
	crave for/after
渴望
	A man in sorrow craves for sympathy.

	30
	merge with 
合併
	He has plans to merge his own company with another unnamed media giant.

	31
	diversity of 
差異，多樣性
	There is a diversity of opinion on the issue.


