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A Phrase A Day – May 2011
	1
	come into force 

開始生效 
	The territory's statutory minimum wage comes into force today.

	2
	standard practice 

例行做法
	It is standard practice to search visitors as they enter the building.


	3
	far from 

完全不 
	His performance is far from satisfactory. 

	4
	across the board. 

全面地 
	Taxi flagfall will go up by HK$2 across the board.

	5
	discriminate against

歧視 
	Albert Chan of People Power said the rise in tobacco duty discriminated against the grassroots. 

	6
	compulsory subject 

必修科 
	The Education Bureau has unveiled its proposals for a new compulsory school subject called "Moral and National Education."

	7
	sluggish progress 

進展緩慢
	There was sluggish progress in economic restructuring and technology development in the territory.

	8
	make an
appointment 預約 
	She made an appointment for her son to see the doctor.

	9
	collision between/with相撞，(意見、利益等的)衝突 
	Twenty-three people were injured in a collision between a light rail train and a container truck in Tin Shui Wai yesterday morning.

	10
	impact on 

巨大影響
	Her speech made a profound impact on everyone. 

	11
	scorching heat 

酷熱 
	Thousands braved the scorching heat in Cheung Chau for the bun festival yesterday. 

	12
	shout down 

高聲喝止 
	The unruly lawmakers disrupted meetings, shouted down government officials and threw objects. 

	13
	bear the
consequences 
承擔後果 
	Police officers who used illegal means had to bear the consequences. 

	14
	in connection with sb/sth 與…有關 
	The police arrested a 38-year-old man in connection with a recent case in which a cat was shot with a suspected air gun.

	15
	insist that 

堅決認為，堅決要求
	The committee's chairman insisted that moral and national education was necessary. 

	16
	on the spot 

立即，當場 
	He had to make a decision on the spot. 

	17
	fatal accident/

illness 
致命的事故/疾病 
	He died in a fatal climbing accident. 

	18
	initial phase 

首階段 
	The initial phase of the plastic bags levy has effectively cut the number of bags distributed by about 90 percent. 

	19
	illegal structures 

僭建物 
	The government is under more pressure to deal with illegal structures on New Territories village houses after several public figures were found with unauthorized additions to their homes.

	20
	at your own risk 

責任自負 
	All personal belongings are left at the owner's risk. 

	21
	put forward 

提出 
	Rita Fan said she had never considered the idea of an 'iron triangle' put forward by Ng Hong-man, a former local NPC delegate. 

	22
	cope with 

對付，處理 
	The government estimates there will be 8.9 million people living here by 2039 and more land is going to be needed to cope with the territory's growth.

	23
	contributed 

貢獻，捐獻 
	Foreign maids said they have contributed to Hong Kong's economic success but are unable to enjoy the fruit of their labour.

	24
	domestic and
external factors

本地和外圍因素
	Inflation is likely to climb up further in the coming months with domestic and external factors both adding to price pressures. 

	25
	tuition fees 

學費 
	The Professional Teachers' Union wants the government to allow kindergartens to increase tuition fees to stop the loss of staff. 

	26
	step down 

辭職 
	Despite his apology, calls for the Education Secretary to step down escalated.

	27
	follow established procedures 

按既定程序 
	An assistant professor from the Chinese University failed to follow established procedures when he took his girlfriend into an operating theatre to watch him perform surgery. 

	28
	meddle in/with 

干涉 
	A former government chief information officer, Jeremy Godfrey, accused top government officials of political meddling in the bidding for a contract to deliver internet services to low-income families. 

	29
	decisive action 

果斷行動 
	If there are any unlawful incidents, the police will take decisive action.

	30
	cancer-causing additive 致癌添加劑
	A number of drinks and medicines in Taiwan were found to contain a cancer-causing additive used in plastics, which can affect the hormone balance of youngsters.

	31
	excessive amount 

過量 
	Hong Kong health authorities have banned two Taiwan sports drinks after samples showed excessive amount of a cancer- causing plastic additive. 


