Ju Ching Chu Secondary School (Kwai Chung)

A Phrase A Day – November 2008

	1
	put pressure on 

施加壓力 
	Their parents were putting pressure on them to get married. 

	2
	to a certain extent 

在一定程度上 
	To a certain extent, we are all responsible for this tragic situation. 

	3
	afford the expense 
負擔費用 
	A study has found that most low-income families cannot afford their children's academic expenses.

	4
	marital relationships 
婚姻關係 
	The financial tsunami has rocked marital relationships leading to more couples choosing to divorce or separate.

	5
	flexible working hours 彈性上班時間 
	Many childless women would be more likely to be pregnant if they had flexible working hours and there were more childcare services in the community.

	6
	transform sth into sth
使改變，將...改成
	In only 20 years the country has been transformed into an advanced industrial power.

	7
	clearly/strongly indicate sth 
清楚地/強烈地顯示 
	Today's disastrous events clearly indicate the importance of planning.

	8
	live in fear of 
終日害怕
	Many people live in fear of violence. 

	9
	shock and sadden 
震驚與悲痛 
	We were shocked and very saddened to hear of the death of your mother. 

	10
	stimulate economic growth刺激經濟發展
	The government will do everything in its power to stimulate economic growth. 

	11
	large-sized/medium-sized 大型 / 中型 
	The government has announced a HK$10-billion loan scheme for small and medium sized businesses. 

	12
	strike a balance 
兩全其美
	We need to strike a balance between the needs of the community and the rights of the individual. 

	13
	be misled into doing sth 被誤導
	Investors were misled into purchasing Lehman Brothers minibonds.

	14
	of vital importance 
極其重要
	The questions put forward at the meeting are of vital importance.

	15
	an upward / downward trend 
上升的 / 下降的趨勢
	The government has warned that the economy will enter a downward trend. 

	16
	under construction 
在建造中 
	The new school is still under construction. 

	17
	go off the rails 
行為越軌 
	The association warned parents affected by the financial tsunami to spend sufficient time with their children to make sure they do not go off the rails.

	18
	cautious about 
謹慎的
	The boss is cautious about making promises.

	19
	population density
人口密度 
	The area had a population density of five people per square mile.

	20
	a controversial issue/topic 
有爭議的問題/話題
	We tried to stay away from controversial topics at the dinner party.

	21
	red tape 
繁文縟節，官僚作風
	Poor people have to suffer a lot of red tape to get welfare.

	22
	a survey of public opinion 
民意調查
	A recent survey of public opinion showed that most people were worried about the increasing crimes.

	23
	make a big difference 
有很大影響 
	The fact that I can now organize my own time makes a big difference. 

	24
	critically/seriously ill 
病情危重
	Her husband is critically ill in hospital.

	25
	pass off 
冒充 
	The watches are fakes, but they tried to pass them off as genuine Rolexes.

	26
	exclude the possibility 排斥可能性
	The possibility of food poisoning has been excluded.

	27
	undermine confidence 
動搖信心
	Criticism undermines his confidence.

	28
	guidelines on 
指引
	There are strict guidelines on the training and arming of police officers.

	29
	stranded passengers 
滯留旅客
	The passengers were stranded in the airport with no passports and no money. 

	30
	work out 
計劃，思考
	I've worked out a new way of doing it. 


