Ju Ching Chu Secondary School (Kwai Chung)

A Phrase A Day – September 2013
	1
	spark sth off 
觸發 
	The row was sparked off after the hospital suspended Professor Yu Cheuk-man from carrying out complex heart surgery that he allegedly has not been trained to perform.

	2
	account for 
佔，說明，對...負有責任 
	Half of the parents interviewed said school expenses of the new academic year accounted for 20 to 30 per cent of their monthly household income.

	3
	turn over a new leaf 改過自新 
	Lui Wing-ho, a former drug addict, is grateful that he had been given a chance to turn over a new leaf in life despite his criminal record.

	4
	address a problem 
解決問題 
	The Long-Term Housing Strategy Steering Committee proposed setting a target of building 470,000 flats in the next 10 years to address Hong Kong's housing problem.

	5
	actively involved in
積極參與
	It is crucial for middle class people to have "taste" as well as to be actively involved in social and political issues.

	6
	criticize sb/sth for sth 批評 
	The restaurant owner who gives free meals to street sleepers criticized the officials for not understanding the reality.

	7
	distort the truth 
歪曲事實 
	Newspapers are often guilty of distorting the truth.

	8
	obligation to 
責任 
	We were under obligation to finish the work in a satisfactory way.

	9
	tighten your belt 
勒緊褲帶
	Businesses were tightening their belts and cutting jobs.

	10
	lag behind 
落後 
	Hong Kong is lagging behind in its innovative development.

	11
	a series of 
一系列，一連串 
	Operators of tourist attractions on Lantau are organizing a series of activities to boost tourism on the island.

	12
	dedication to 
奉獻 
	Employers should adopt measures to increase employees' sense of belonging and strengthen their dedication to work.

	13
	sense of belonging
歸屬感 
	We are insecure when we lack a sense of belonging.


	14
	cherish food 
珍惜食物 
	As the Mid-Autumn Festival approaches, the Environmental Protection Department encourages every family to cherish food and avoid wasting it while celebrating the festival.

	15
	create loopholes 
能產生漏洞 
	Any exemptions could create loopholes and threaten the effectiveness of the cooling measures.

	16
	pay tribute 
致敬 
	Government officials and politicians attended a memorial service yesterday to pay tribute to a “Victoria Park Uncle” Hui Kam-chee.

	17
	spy on 
監視 
	A survey shows that nearly 20-percent of parents have admitted spying on their children's social media accounts.

	18
	devote yourself to 
獻身 
	Young people who have devoted themselves to sports and music deserve a chance.

	19
	vent one's anger 
泄憤 
	The judge said employers should not use violence to solve problems or regard their maids as targets to vent their anger.

	20
	impair one's health 
損害健康 
	Overwork impaired his health.

	21
	achieve a goal 
達到目標 
	The problem made it difficult for us to achieve the desired goal.

	22
	fluctuating price 
波動的價格
	Fluctuating price of oil has affected the global economy.

	23
	services disrupted 
服務中斷 
	Bus services will be disrupted tomorrow because of the bridge closure.

	24
	unveil a plan 
公佈計劃 
	The Equal Opportunities Commission has unveiled its plans for the next three years.

	25
	strike a balance 
取得平衡 
	Secretary for the Environment KS Wong said the proposal strikes a balance between transport trade concerns and public health.

	26
	put forward 
提出
	The Council for Sustainable Development put forward three proposals -- including charging households according to the amount of rubbish they produce.

	27
	in favour of 贊成 
	The number in favour of the waste disposal charge was double those who oppose it.

	28
	play a crucial role 
擔當非常重要的角色 
	Hong Kong's legal system plays a crucial role in maintaining the city's competitiveness and status as one of the leading global financial and commercial centres in the world.

	29
	official announcement 正式聲明
	An official announcement is expected in the next few days.

	30
	criticize sb/sth for sth 批評 
	Some people also criticized the university students for being too dependent and their parents overly protective.


