Basic English Structure
Sentences


The Sentence
(句子)
It is a group of words which make complete sense. It begins with a capital letter and ends with either a full stop (.), question mark (?) or exclamation mark (!). It must contain at least one independent clause.
句子是表達完整意思的一組文字。每句第一個字母必須大寫，每完一句要有句號、問號或感歎號。每句子必須包含最少一個獨立的主句。


e.g.
I see a pretty bird. 


(Statement)


陳述句
Can you swim? 


(Question)



疑問句
Open the window. 


(Command)


命令句
What a fool he is! 


(Exclamation)


感歎句
Please help me with my work.
(Request)



請求句

Exercise 1

Identify the kind of sentence. The first two have been done for you.
分辨下列句子功能，首兩題已提供答案。

1.
This boat is a canoe.







(      Statement 

)

2.
Don’t rock the canoe.







(      Command 

)
3.
A canoe can tip over easily.





(




)         
4.
Should I paddle like this?






(




) 
5.
Stop, we are heading for those rocks!




(




)
6.
Has the game started?






(




)
7.
Let’s get going.








(




)
8.
I spent two hours on my report.





(




)
9.
What a lot of work this is!






(




)
10.
Please pass me an eraser.






(




)
11.
Why must we be so careful?





(




)
12.
How unfair this is!







(




)
A sentence is composed of the Subject and the Verb. 
The following sentences are complete sentences because 

i. They have the subject and the verb.




ii. They make full sense.


句子必須包含主語和動詞。

下列句子是完整的，因為：i. 它們包含主語和動詞 ii. 意思完整
1. John read the letter twice.
2. To be careful, John read the letter twice.
3. John read the letter twice, trying to understand it.
4. John read the letter twice because he was careful.
5. John read the letter twice but he could not understand it.
The following are not complete sentences:


下列並非完整句子
1. To be careful. (no subject and verb, not in complete sense)
2. Trying to understand it. (no independent clause, not in complete sense)
3. Because he was careful. (no independent clause, not in complete sense)
Exercise 2

Put a ‘C‘ in the brackets if it is a complete sentence.


在完整句子的括號內’C’
1.
We reached at noon.









(

)   

2.
These oranges are sweet.








(

)

3.
Washing my face and brushing my teeth.





(

)

4.
To see the film last night.








(

)

5.
Cycling on a busy road is dangerous.






(

)

6.
Please leave me alone!








(

)

7.
He afraid of ghosts.









(

)

8.
Tony does not work hard.








(

) 

9.
Do you want to be famous?







(

)

10.
Walking past the post office next to the supermarket.



(

)

The Subject  (主語)
The subject of a sentence is the person or thing doing the action expressed by the verb. The verb agrees grammatically with the subject.
主語是指在句子中執行動作的人或事物。文法上，主語和動詞必須互相配合。


e.g.
Anita goes to church every Sunday.


(Subject: Anita)
Anita and Jenny are university students.

(Subject: Anita and Jenny)
The black and white bird in the cage can sing.
(Subject: bird)
Some of the eggs in the basket are rotten.

(Subject: eggs)

A simple way to find the subject of the sentence is by putting the question "Who or What" in front of the verb.
把疑問詞“Who”(誰人)或“What”(甚麼事物)放在動詞前，是一種簡易的方法去識別句中的主語。
e.g.
John likes singing. (Who likes singing?)
Exercise is good for health. (What is good for health?)

It is important to identify the simple subject (the doer of the action) of the sentence.
找出句中的主語。
e.g. 
A bright little boy with big eyes and dark hair won the first prize.
Who won the first prize? = boy (simple subject)
Descriptive words: a bright little, with big eyes and dark hair

The subject of a command, order or suggestion -you- is usually left out.
命令或提議等句式中的主語 “You” (你) 通常是略去的。
e.g.
(You) Turn on the light.
(You) Read the question carefully.

Exercise 3
Underline the subject of the following sentences.

在下列句式中的主語劃下單線

1.
My friends can’t speak Japanese.










2.
John wrote me a cheque for one thousand dollars.

3.
Put your dirty clothes there!

4.
Where have the kids been recently?

5.
Both Tom and Mary were dishonest.

6.
Most of the suitcases were already on the plane.

7.
There were so many cars on the road!

8.
To earn a living, the poor old man works from morning till night.

9.
Don’t disappoint me!

10. Impressed by the actor and actress, the audience began to shed tears. 

The Verb  (動詞)
The verb in a sentence tells what someone or something is and does.
動詞是指句子中的人或事物所顯示的動作形態。
e.g.
Winter is cold.
I wrote a letter. 

Verbs are classified as finite and non-finite. A finite verb can stand by itself as the main verb of a sentence.
動詞分為限制與非限制兩類。限制動詞自主地成為主句中的動詞。


In the above examples, 'is' and 'wrote' are finite verbs. Non-finite verbs are verb forms that cannot be the main verb of a sentence. 
在上述例子中，”is” 和 ”wrote” 是限制動詞。非限制動詞在句子中並非完整動詞。


The non-finite verbs include: 

非限制動詞包括：
infinitive (to be, to write, to have been, to have written)

原(形)動詞
present participle & gerund (being, writing)



現在分詞 (~ing)
past participle (been, written)





過去分詞 (p.p.)

Exercise 4
Underline the finite verb and double underline the non-finite verb of the following sentences.

在限制動詞下劃單線；在非限制動詞下劃雙線。
1.
Vivian met her uncle in the street yesterday.

2.
Listen! The parrot is talking again.

3.
Hurry up, Martin, or you will be late.

4.
Would you mind if I take your seat?

5.
We all look forward to hearing from you soon.

6.
Your sister wants to go with us.

7.
After checking his e-mails, he started doing his homework.

8.
Punished by the teacher, the boy was not allowed to play the game.

9.
I haven’t read the book recommended by my aunt. 

10. There was a wallet lying under a chair.

Exercise 5
Underline the finite verb and double underline the subject of the following sentences.

在限制動詞下劃單線；在主語下劃雙線。

1.
There was nobody in the park.

2.
Why don’t we do away with these irrational rules?

3.
Incorrect use of the machine can lead to injury.

4.
It is important to have a balanced diet if you want to be healthy.

5.
Seeing the child, I stopped my car immediately. 
6.
To do two jobs at the same time is not easy.
7.
After hearing the good news, the lovely boy in blue jeans thanked his teacher.

8.
As requested by the host, no reporters were invited to the pop star’s wedding ceremony.
9.
Not wanting to miss her best friend’s birthday party, my sister cancelled her trip to Macau.

10.
Being followed all the way, the woman could not get rid of the man.


Phrases  (片語)
A sentence is composed of a phrase (phrases) and a clause (clauses). 
A phrase is a group of related words without a subject and a (finite) verb forming part of a sentence.
句子由片語和子句組成。片語是指一組無主語和動詞，但意思相連的語句。


e.g.
a pretty young girl
a piece of paper
to watch a football match
swimming in the cold water
Exercise 6
Underline phrases in the following sentences.

在片語下劃單線

1.
My mother went to the temple on the first day of the month.

2.
Peter is in top form and he can win the race without difficulty.

3.
A smart little dog with big bright eyes appeared at the door of the room.

4.
A box of invaluable jewellery was found in a hut in a valley by a group of hikers.

5.
Always dressing in red is an unusual habit.
6.
Since 1July 1997, Hong Kong has remained one of the most important international 
trading and financial centres.

7.
All sorts of high-rise buildings are springing up here and there on the island.

8.
Hong Kong people have built a modern prosperous city known as “ the Pearl of the 

Orient”.  

9.
Being full of energy and confidence, all the people here will make this beautiful place even more successful in the future.

10.
A bus trip to the new airport will give you a good chance of seeing a wonderful sight of the Tsing Ma Bridge.  

Types of Sentences  (句子的類別)

A simple sentence  (簡單句)

It consists of only one finite verb


簡單句包含一個限制動詞

e.g. 
She has a lot to do.

They are working hard for the coming examination.

He does not know the correct answer.  

A compound sentence  (並列句)

It consists of two (or more) clauses joining by a conjunction. Each clause has its own subject and finite verb. We often use the following conjunctions to make compound sentences:

並列句有兩句或以上的並列句子。每子句包含主語和限制動詞。我們時常用下列連接詞去構造

並列句。


and,  but,  or,  either…or,  neither…nor

e.g.
He is poor but (he is) happy.


He came to tea and (he) stayed to dinner. 


He never smokes or (he never) drinks.

A complex sentence  (複合句)

It consists of a main clause and one or more subordinate clauses. The subordinate clause is either a noun clause, an adjective clause or an adverb clause.

複合句有一主句，和一句或以上的屬從子句。子句可以是名詞子句、形容詞子句或副詞子句。

e.g.
He said that he would never come again.


(noun clause)

名詞子句


Those are the men who want to see you.


(adjective clause)
形容詞子句


When she heard the news, she burst into tears.
(adverb clause)

副詞子句

Simple sentences – common patterns (A) 

簡單句──常見句式 (A)

	Subject
	verb
	object
	 adjective/ adverb /phrase/ (to) infinitive/~ing/~ed

	1.The baby
	 Is crying.
	
	

	2.I
	 am
	
	 glad to see you again.

	3.Kenny
	 looks
	
	 mature enough to take care of himself.

	4.They
	 decided
	
	 not to take a short cut.

	5.They
	 set
	 the bird 
	 free.

	6.He 
	 read
	 the book
	 quickly.

	7.The boy
	 Is playing
	 football
	 with his cousin in the park.

	8.She 
	 told
	 her son
	 to wake up immediately.

	9. She 
	 made 
	 him 
	 tell the truth.

	10. I
	 heard
	 them 
	 talking about the project.


Exercise 7
Write correct sentences. 

寫出正確句子

1.
in the end/ true/ her dream/ came

_____________________________________________________________________

2.
are planning/ this summer/ in Scotland/ Mary and John/ to spend/ their holiday

______________________________________________________________________

3.
not to come/ Mr. Lee/ the children/ warns/ again/ home/ late

______________________________________________________________________

4.
last night/ felt/ the house/ we all/ shake 

______________________________________________________________________

5.
reading/ she/ her diary/ her brother/ caught/ yesterday

______________________________________________________________________

6.
the first train/ she/ early enough/ was/ to catch

______________________________________________________________________

7.
healthy/ wish/ wealthy/ I/ you/ all/ of/ and 

______________________________________________________________________

8.
him/ dinner/ home/ friend/ took/ for/ his

______________________________________________________________________

9.
ago/ existed/ of/ dinosaurs/ millions/ years 

______________________________________________________________________

10.
students/ homework/ tomorrow/ please/ in/ hand/ remind/ the/ their/ to 

______________________________________________________________________

Simple sentences – common patterns (B) 

簡單句──常見句式 (B)

	 Subject
	 verb
	 object
	 connective/preposition+noun
	 (to)infinitive/gerund

	1.We
	don’t know
	
	which way
	to go.

	2. He 
	showed
	us
	how 
	to play the violin.

	3.She 
	stopped
	
	
	talking at once.

	4.You
	can’t rely
	
	on him
	to be punctual.

	5.She
	gave
	the painting
	to the museum.
	

	6.They 
	sold
	me
	all their stamps.
	

	7.The fire
	lasted 
	
	(for) three hours.
	


Exercise 8
Write correct sentences. 

寫出正確句子

1.
the puzzle/ to find out/ to solve/ he/ how/ wished

_____________________________________________________________________

2.
their work/ how/ the new-comers/ to do/ instruct/ please

______________________________________________________________________

3.
at the end/ couldn’t help/ I/ of the film/ crying

______________________________________________________________________

4.
the peak/ the climbers/ reaching/ succeeded in

______________________________________________________________________

5.
trouble/ have saved/ you/ me/ a lot of

______________________________________________________________________

6.
company/ in/ to/ offer/ he/ his/ position/ promised/ me/a 

______________________________________________________________________

7.
thousand/ cost/ dollars/ five/ watch/ the

______________________________________________________________________

8.
will/ twenty/ a/ dollars/ week/ to/ walking/ save/ school/ you

______________________________________________________________________

9.
digital/ models/ camera/ may/ you/ this/ compare/ with /other

______________________________________________________________________

10.
I/ dictionary/ good/ wonder/ a/ where/ buy/ to 

______________________________________________________________________

Simple sentences – common patterns (C) 

簡單句──常見句式 (C)

	‘It’/’There’
	verb
	adjective/subject
	for/of somebody
	to-infinitive/`~ing
	noun/adverb phrase

	1.It
	was 
	hard
	
	to recognise
	her voice.

	2.It 
	is
	difficult
	for him
	to make
	a decision.

	3.It
	is
	cruel
	of you
	to abuse
	these animals.

	4.It
	was
	a great honour
	
	to be
	your guest.

	5.There 
	are
	seven dwarfs
	
	
	in the story.

	6.There
	were
	several dogs
	
	barking
	at the entrance.


Exercise 9
Write correct sentences. 

寫出正確句子

1.
to finish/ it seems/ our work/ impossible

_____________________________________________________________________

2.
at the entrance/ two strangers/ were/ there

______________________________________________________________________

3.
over six million people/ there/ in Hong Kong/ are/ living

______________________________________________________________________

4.
it is/ a foreign language/ hard/ to learn/ for students

______________________________________________________________________

5.
was/ of you/ to behave/ it/ rude/ like that

______________________________________________________________________

6.
was/ a/ cooperate/ you/ it/ to/ pleasure/ with

______________________________________________________________________

7.
 him/ looked/ it/ persuade/ difficult/ to 

______________________________________________________________________

8.
queuing/ were/ in/ cinema/ tickets/ there/ people/ many/ up/ for/ the

______________________________________________________________________

9.
us/ there/ an/ lies/ field/ open/ before

______________________________________________________________________

10.
of/ is/ it/ kind/ help/ you/ me/ to

______________________________________________________________________

Simple, compound and complex sentences

簡單句、並列句和複合句

Exercise 10
State what kinds of sentences they are: simple, compound or complex sentences

指出下列句子類別：簡單句、並列句或複合句

1.
After cleaning the kitchen for several hours, she felt very tired.

(


)   

2.
Can you explain to me how to improve my English?



(


)

3.
I’m busy, but I can help you to look after your baby for a while.

(


)

4.
He slept soundly although the weather was very hot.



(


)

5.
The robber ran away when he saw the superman.



(


)

6.
Let me have a look at your picture.






(


)

7.
Oh! You have come and brought me a nice present!



(


)

8.
It was brave of him to save the drowning child.




(


)

9.
Where there is a hope, there is a way.






(


)

10.
My mother, sitting comfortably on the sofa, is watching television.

(


)

The Sentence – Answers

Exercise 1

1. Statement     2. Command      3. Statement     4. Question 

5. Command     6. Question       7. Statement     8. Statement  

9. Exclamation  10. Request       11. Question     12. Exclamation
Exercise 2
C : 1, 2, 6, 8, 9

Exercise 3
1. friends     2. John     3. You     4. kids     5. Tom and Mary

6. suitcases   7. cars     8. man    9. You     10. audience 

Exercise 4
1.
Vivian met her uncle in the street yesterday.

2.
Listen! The parrot is talking again.

3.
Hurry up, Martin, or you will be late.

4.
Would you mind if I take your seat?

5.
We all look forward to hearing from you soon.

6.
Your sister wants to go with us.

7.
After checking his e-mails, he started doing his homework.

8.
Punished by the teacher, the boy was not allowed to play the game.

9.
I haven’t read the book recommended by my aunt. 

11. There was a wallet lying under a chair.

Exercise 5
1.
There was nobody in the park.

2.
Why don’t we do away with these irrational rules?

3.
Incorrect use of the machine can lead to injury.

4.
It is important to have a balanced diet if you want to be healthy.

5.
Seeing the child, I stopped my car immediately. 

6.
To do two jobs at the same time is not easy.

7.
After hearing the good news, the lovely boy in blue jeans thanked his teacher.

8.  
As requested by the host, no reporters were invited to the pop star’s wedding ceremony.

9.
Not wanting to miss her best friend’s birthday party, my sister cancelled her trip to Macau.

10.
Being followed all the way, the woman could not get rid of the man.

Exercise 6
1.
My mother went to the temple on the first day of the month.

2.
Peter is in top form and he can win the race without difficulty.

3.
A smart little dog with big bright eyes appeared at the door of the room.

4.
A box of invaluable jewellery was found in a hut in a valley by a group of hikers.

5.
Always dressing in red is an unusual habit.
6.
Since 1July 1997, Hong Kong has remained one of the most important international 
trading and financial centres.

7.  
All sorts of high-rise buildings are springing up here and there on the island.

8.
Hong Kong people have built a modern prosperous city known as “ the Pearl of the Orient”.  

9.
Being full of energy and confidence, all the people here will make this beautiful place even more successful in the future.

10.
A bus trip to the new airport will give you a good chance of seeing a wonderful sight of the Tsing Ma Bridge.  

Exercise 7
1. Her dream came true in the end.

2. Mary and John are planning to spend their holiday in Scotland this summer.

3. Mr. Lee warns the children not to come home late again.

4. Last night we all felt the house shake.

5. She caught her brother reading her diary yesterday.

6. She was early enough to catch the first train.

7. I wish all of you healthy and wealthy.

8. His friend took him home for dinner.

9. Dinosaurs existed millions of years ago.

10.  Please remind students to hand in their homework tomorrow.

Exercise 8 
1. He wished to find out how to solve the puzzle.

2. Please instruct the new-comers how to do their work.

3. I couldn’t help crying at the end of the film.

4. The climbers succeeded in reaching the peak.

5. You have saved me a lot of trouble.

6. He promised me to offer a position in his company.
7. The watch cost five thousand dollars.

8. You will save twenty dollars a week walking to school.

9. You may compare this digital camera with other models.

10.  I wonder where to buy a good dictionary.

Exercise 9
1. It seems impossible to finish our work.

2. There were two strangers at the entrance.

3. There are over six million people living in Hong Kong.

4. It is hard for students to learn a foreign language.

5. It was rude of you to behave like that.

6. It was a pleasure to cooperate with you.

7. It looked difficult to persuade him.

8. There were many people queuing up for tickets in the cinema.

9. There lies an open field before us.

10.  It is kind of you to help me.

Exercise 10
1. Simple

2. Simple

3. Compound

4. Complex

5. Complex

6. Simple

7. Compound
8. Simple

9. Complex

10.  Simple
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