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Science brings hope


The call by acting Chief Executive Donald Tsang Yam-kuen for couples to have at least three children to reverse Hong Kong’s declining birth rate has finally received a positive response.


According to the article “Genetic screening delivers designer triplets” (South China Morning Post, March 4), a woman has given birth to three babies – two boys and a girl – at Queen Mary Hospital.


The parents were carriers of the genes for alpha thalassaemia, a severe form of hereditary anaemia which can cause babies to die before birth or soon afterwards. 


The triplets came from chosen embryos which were tested to make sure they did not have the disease before being implanted in the woman.


Once again, science has brought us new hope.
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