Sandy Kwan (6B)

Save the environment – use fewer plastic bags


Hong Kong people throw away about 33 million plastic bags a day. Most end up in landfills which will be overflowing in a few years’ time. The best solution is to replace plastic bags with those which can be recycled.


Such a move would reduce the use of plastic bags by about seven million daily.


Supermarkets can also help to ease the problem. They can give consumers a stamp every time they use a recycled bag. When shoppers have collected a certain number of stamps, they should receive a gift.


We should use fewer plastic bags to save the environment.



Thanks for your letter, Sandy. Two supermarket chains are competing to reduce the use of plastic bags.

Wellcome has said it will give discounts to shoppers using its biodegradable bags and claimed this would reduce the use of plastic bags by 100 a day in each of its 240 stores, or 720,000 a month. ParknShop has a scheme which will see the cost of the bag refunded after a number of purchases. It claimed this will save at least 60 plastic bags a day at each of its 220 stores, or about 4.7 million a year.

This is a move in the right direction, but we’ve still got a long way to go. According to environmentalists, Hong Kong uses 15 million plastic bags a day!
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