Jackie Cheung Ying Ying (7B)

If you want to learn English, speak it often

Many Cantonese-speaking teenagers read English newspapers, but do they read them for news to learn vocabulary?


While reading is an important part of learning English, I believe speaking it helps more. Many students can write and read English well but cannot communicate orally. This is because English is very different from our mother language and we have to train our tongues to master English pronunciation through reading out loud.


So, every time you read an English article exercise your tongue. In no time, your self-confidence will grow and you will notice an improvement in your English skills.



Thanks for your letter, Jackie. You are right; practice is the best way to improve your spoken English. Don’t worry if you make mistakes – learning is all about making mistakes and then learning from them. 

If you are lucky enough to have a NET teacher in your school, make the most of them by talking to them whenever you get the opportunity.

If you see a Western tourist who looks like they might be lost, don’t be shy to give them directions. It will be an opportunity for you to practise your English and the tourist will be left with a good impression of friendly Hongkongers.

Kate, Editor, Young Post                                              
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