Grace Wong (7A)

Saving lives beats saving face


The efforts to conceal the Sars outbreak in 2003, the slow manner in which last month’s bird flu outbreak was reported and the attempt to cover up the Jilin chemical spill – they all show that mainland officials’ behaviour is disappointing.


Chinese culture emphasizes the importance of saving face. The mainland authorities try their best to hide bad news. They choose face when they have to make a decision between saving face and saving lives. Do these actions honour our culture and traditions? I would choose saving lives over saving face.

If China was more willing to pay attention to people’s lives, it would receive more respect from other countries.
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