Dorothy Law (6A)

Putonghua around the world


There is an increasing demand for Chinese nannies in the US, according to the news.


Their services are in great demand because many Americans have adopted baby girls from China. 


Some ambitious parents abroad think that China’s expanding influence will make Putonghua a crucial language in future decades.


I’ve known for a while that Putonghua was becoming popular in foreign countries, but I never knew that rich Americans were seeking mainland child-minders to give their children a chance to speak and learn Putonghua.


I used to have Putonghua lessons in junior forms but I did poorly. I could speak Putonghua, but not fluently. I became tired of the vowels and tones. I guess that explains why I failed.


I’ve come to realize that listening is really a good way of improving your language skills. Even since I began watching Taiwanese TV programmes, my Putonghua has improved.


If you want to learn any language, listen to it as often as you can.
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