Joyce Lee (7A)

Focus on your personality – looks are superficial


Many university students in Beijing have cosmetic surgery after graduation. They think it will improve their chance of getting a good job.

But just because somebody is beautiful doesn’t mean they are the best person for the job, and plastic surgery can have serious side-effects.


If cosmetic surgery continues to be popular, we face a future where everyone is judged on their appearance, not personal characteristics. This would be disastrous.


We should pay attention to our personalities and not our looks.



Thanks for your letter, Joyce. I, too, have read the reports about plastic surgery with horror. Girls and young women with nothing physically wrong are going under the knife in increasing numbers. This kind of surgery, and the quest for perfection, plays on women’s insecurities. Those who want to be confident and get ahead in the world should focus on the inside (their intelligence and strength of character) more than their looks.

The growing popularity of plastic surgery raises another scary prospect: plastic surgery assumes such a narrow definition of beauty – which means that everyone will want the same perfect nose, cheeks or chin – and ultimately everyone could end up looking the same!
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